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INDIAYA LEGISLATURE.
qurfcd'_fnr the State Sentinel.
SENATE.

Toerspar Mensixe, Jan, 26, 1847,

The Senate met.

The Staie debt bill being returned from the House,
whence it bad been returned, the question was ordered 10
be teken on the concurrence of the Semate with the
smendments of the Houose.

Un the question being put upon concurring in an amend-
muent, it was found that oo quosum was preseat.

A call of the Senaste was then unlrn-;

Leave given Mr. Davis 1o introduce a resolation, that |
the names of the absentees be recorded on the journal,
whirh was arll-plrd.

Mr. Clemenis then offered & resolution that the Presi-
dent appoint theee suitable persons to bring up the absen-
lees, ulier some discussion it was withdrawn,

On maotion, a further cail of the S8cnate was suspended,
a8 & quorum had appeénred

And the first amendment of the House 1o the bill was
conenurred in, as also in the second amendment.

The gnestion then was on receding from the amend.
ment of the Sennie attaching the Central canal to the bill,
which was then taken, and the Senate receded, by a vote
of aves 25, noes 8.

A Bill reviving an act establishing the Mt Carniel and
New Albany ruil road eompany ; puassed.

A bl wncorpocating the Eel uiver Seminary society ;
passed

A bill for the relief of the estate of Wm. N. Hond.

A bill loenting a State road in Pulsski and Casa coun-
lics I.:l:’s‘vll_ -I

A bili providing for the sale of ¢ certain schodl seclich i
theremn named ; passed '

A il for the relief of certnin citizens herein named ;
p-‘uwli.

A Ll sttaching certain territory 10 the codnty of Car-
rull o

A senled message was then recgived from his Excellen-
ey the Gavernor, and the Senate proceeded with clused
duors to ils consmideration.

AFYTERANDQON SESTON,

The Senate met. :

The resuit ol the goeret message from his Excellency
the Governor was discovered to hn' e been the re-Homing-
tion of Thomas L. Smith, fit Supreme Judge. Those
voling 1o confirm the nomination were,

Mesars. Allison, Berry of F., Berry of M., English, |
Green, Handy, Hardin, h-nr_\-. HHowell, Milliken, Parks,
Read, Rockhill and Waters—14.

Those voting agaiost the nomipation were,

Messes. Barboar, Chenowith, Clughents, Davis, Cuode-
nmow, Hamer, Hamrick, Holloway, Monigomery, Osboru,
Simpson, Stewart, Verbrike and Zenor—15.

No quorem voting the nomination was not confirmed,

The bill making general appropristions fur the year
1347 - p'.u:u'd,

A bill paying for the'expenses of the sclecting, mapping,
and r'l.a.-'_-ll‘.\mg the lands donated fur the completiop ol
the Wabash and Erie canal ; passed.

The President then lad before the Senate o communi-
eation from his Excellency the Governor vetoing the bill
requiring the pnnting of certain laws therein named;
laid on the tabile,

The bill stiaebing additional territory t¢ the county of
Carroll betog updm its second reading, and the question
being on ils engrossment, ‘

Mr. Waters said, 1his bill being in its characler meri-
tarious, and the Scnator from the district of which the
county of Richardville formed a pafi, being as was gen.
erally supposed in its favor, | presame no oppusitinn will
be flound 1o 1. 1 is presumed Mr. Taber, that Senntor,
will make a speech against it in order to satisly a portion
of his constituents, which will amount to all of his oppo-
sition, as his sense of justice directs him to supporl ils
passage. For he bad declared before coming here that It
wis just and right—and would go further than that, that
18 to say, he would go in for the formanon of an entire
new coanty, which would cut off & portion of the county
m which he resided

The people of this territory were placed 1 their pres.
en! position without their knuwlmlgﬂ.

Great inpustice was suffered by them, for the board
doing the business of Richardville county against their
will placed a tax upon them unequal and onerous—they
were partially subject to the rights of the r.mlmy.lilhd
were viewed with a jealons eye.  The amount of taxation
was 1n most cases ol an individual character, snd oppress.
on wnounting in some cases to 10 per cent. 1 was in-
furmed that a widow woman paid on her farm that was
worth about §2.500 the amount of §70.

It is true there was a petition to divide thus territory,
but the division was not made in pursuance ol their de-
sire. | hope the bill may be engrossed.

The Senate then passod bushels of bills of the House,
a list of which will be published.

The Senate adjourned.

—_—

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Tvespay, January 26, 1847.

The House met.

The bill making an apprepriafion to repair damages on the
northero division of the Central canal was taken up, and the
Senate amendments 1ead.

I'wo immaterial amendments were concurred in.

The third, which suthorizes the State Treasurer (o loan to
the White Water Valley Canal Company the 1evenue of five
counties on the canal, for the purpose of enabling said com-
pany fo make the repuirs rendered necessary by the late
fre<het, being read.

Mr Meredith moved o concur in it

This was opposed in a discussion of much spiril, by Meswrs
Palmer, Pocter, Dunham, and Wulfe, on the ground that the
financial condstion of the State would not justify such an
approgeiation, That the revenue derived from (hose counties

was an important put of the whole revenve of the State,
and would o duminish the revenue that the interest contem-
piited by the State debt bill eould not be met, and if there
was 2 fatlure in that respect, the State is bound to pay six
per cenl, on the deficiency. That losses occasioned by the
Ihie fliod were pot evnlined ta the White Waler Valley
Camal Company. That lossés and suffering fiom the same
fodice extended throughout the entive State. That it was a
eommon calamity, in which all sullered alike, and that it
Waoald be wojust to stiempt to relieve one poction of the
State at the expense of the remainder. And that ultimately
the loan would be swrrendered entire lo them: it wouold
nerer be repaid, nor would the State ever seceive a single
diwe of the amoont.

Messis Secrest, Crookshank, and Battell supported tha
aneudment. I was contended by them thal the State owned
an nterest jo the canal to the amount of nearly $1,200 000,
Thoet if the aid prayed for was pot given, the whole would
be in danger of being lost, by the canal never being repaired,
aud thas the State would lose all she ever invested in the
That it was the duty and practice of govermments ty
grant relief towards sulferers in great calamities. That
Peansyivania extended aid to the inhabitants of Pittsburgh
after the great e:lamuty which befel that city.

The ameodment was then concurred in—ayes 41, noes 31.

A message was recgived from the Benate informing the
Hopse that that body had concurred In the amendments of
the House and receded from its amendments in relation to
the Central canal,

The specific appropriation bill was then taken up, sod the |
ameadments of (e Senate concurred in.

The House adjsurned.

AFTERYOON SESSIOX.

The House met.

The Governoi’s vetn message to the bill asthorizing the
commistioners of the Wabash and Erle canal to receipt for
aud enter 3 eredil for moneys heretofore received for Wabash
and Erie canal lands, was taken up and read.

The House reflused lo pass the bill potwithstanding the
veto—ayes 2, noes 58, _ !
M Biown jntroduced a bill on the same sulijéet, avoiding
the objretims specified in the velo message, which was read

thiee times, and passed.

M: Parker in'roduced a bill allowing persons to go to mill l
on ihe SL Joseph feeder with caunoces aod pirogues, fice of |
tolt ; read three times, and pas<ed. !

Mr Haot, from the commiitee on edacation, to which was
referred 1he petition of a school master in Monroe county, |
on the subject of * tarrivg oul ™ sehoul masters daring holy- |
days, reparied against the expedicncy of legislating on that
subject; concurred in. I

Mr Meredith, from (he commiltee on roads, reported it in- |
expedient to make an appropiiation for bulldieg a bridge |'
over Egle creek, in Bosne county ; concurred in. ]

Mr Fuller intioduced a juint resolution in relation to the
salary of the Adjutant Geveral of the militia of Indiana,

[ The jeint resolution provides for such pay as the Governor
and Secretury of State shall centify to be right. ] -

Read three tisnes, and passed.

Mr Duwling introduced a bill the better to prevent mem-
bers foum the abandonment of their seats and breskiog a !
guoram. . i ]

Mr Carr of L. introduced a bill requiring sheriffs to adver- |
tise their swles in the paper in evunily in which Ibl‘
dead letter list may be published ; rcad the first and sccond
tines. |
Mr Carsaban, from the select commiitee to which was
referred the petilion of the Fiee Land Association, made a
repoit of considerable length, which was laid on the table.

A large nomber of bills passed their third reading.

My Edwards introduced 3 resolution tendering the use of
the Hall cf the House of Repiesenfalives to the Common
School Convention, to be held on the fourth Wednesday in |
May, 1547, and w0 long as it may conlioue its session ;'

ed.

be House adjrurned.

|
|

e .
‘Report of Mr. Nofsinger, of Parke, |
From the Commiitee on Education, lo the House of |
Representatives:
M=, Spxaxun: The committes on Mulowhn*
was referred House Bill No. 276, have had the same
wnder eonmderation, and directed me to t the Bull
buck sud recommend its passsge, with following
smendments, viz: : |
Tos smend the 4th section, 9o that every person who
shall present himesf to the Saperintendent for examina-
of such ex hhhdnﬂ'

the sam of shall

8 th'
" And siso to amand, by 7mds,

|

i

| are wholly ignorant of its provisions.

| syslems had better be barne, and are productive of much

| €nact a common achool law, which would be perfect in all

| them.

| Aud althg

The undcrsigned woald Ueg leave farther to report, that
sundry resolutions have been referred to said eommittee,
instructing the same Lo inquire into the expediency of |
revising the common school law. As a member of maid
coimmittee, he fult it (0 be his doty to examine the whole |
common school law, so far as other engagements would
permit, aud after that serious investigation which its im- |
portance 8o much demands, has come to the eonclusion
that a genieral revision of our common s-hool qltam"
would not enly be entirely impracticab'e st the presant |
session of the Legislature, but perhaps prejudicial to the
interests of common schools. [

It will ba recollected that during the session »f 1837-'8
the common school law was \horooghly revieed. Moch
talent and labor were emploved ta making this revision,
The oljeet waz 1o muke the law plain, full and compre-
hensible. It was given to the peaple, trusting that our
common schouls would prosper Coder its operstion. Yet
it was something vew.. Therefore it created muoeh confo- !
sion, as dll new systems must, especially when complex.
They had it to stody and witness its practical operations.
Many are now beginning 1o understand the law, but un- |
fortunately, # majority of those who have children to edu-
cate are but pariially scquainted with the law, aud many
Crente another
vew system and all the knowledge that has been scquired
will, 1o a great extent, be lost.  The people will again be
thrown bito as great confusion se ever. Dut whep we
refiect upon the fier that there is moch doubt whether o
beller system cou'd be sahstituted in the place of our |
present ene, we have an additional argument, and it should
be 2 very powerful ore against a revision. Our experience
has Joug since taught us that slight defects in existing

less evil to the community than perpetual legisistive aliem-
tions. It cannot be expected that this Legislature could

its provisions—a law that would meet the approbation and
harmonize the action of our citizens. The population of
ludinna in composed of persons not only fron every pan
of the Union, but also from various farcign countrics. It
i natural for these different inhabitants to bring with
them the peculiar customs and habits of their nativity,
end 1o manifest even through 1fs, some predilection for
Henee the diversity of opinion, and the discord,
among the people on the sulject of common schools, and
which must continue to exist until time, sssuciation, snd
other inflasnces conspire 1o assimilate the tastes and feel-
ings of our diversificd popalation to one common system.
h the elements among us are at this time
«fmewhal Wiscordant, yet it is highly gratifying to reflect
that on sccount of the wide range which they embrace,
when' they are uliimately brought to harmoniz~, they will
establish for us the best and broadest foundation for a sys-
tem of common schools perhaps in the world. Forina
word, our system would include the praciical advantages
i all other systoms,

From experience and a careful review of the school
eystems of New York, Rhode lsland, Massachusetts, and
other States, the undersigned is satisfied that there ia much
leas defect in the provisions of cur eommon school law,
than in its administration. The defective almiuistration
would seem to arise chiefly from the following cnu-u-‘,l

viz: Ignorance of the provisions of the law ;—the absence '
of penalties, compelling school officers o discharge their |
duties ;— incompetent teachers ;- and pecuniary inability |
and emlmrrassment

It is confidently hoped that should the bill herewith
reported become & law, under its cpiiration the Best three
canses enumetited, would in a great degreo be removed.
The bill provides & Superiniendent in vach county, whose
doty it will be to explain the law; to instroct the officers,
teachers, and inhabitants what their respective duties are ;
to recommend the most enlightenad method of teaching,
and the best p'ans of consiruciing eommon school Kouses
Who can doult, if this be done, but that the ignorance
aod indifference which unfortunately prevails in so many
sections of our couniry on the subject of education will |
disappear, and instead thereof, a knowledge of their duty, i
and & wital interest in the suhject be manifested? We
cannol expect this kKnomledge to grow up lo the people of
its own aceord. There must be agents to diffuse and im-
pressit.  And unless the Legislature providss by law for
the ereation of such agents we will never have them. [t}
is unressonable W suppose that men unauthorized ad
without compensation, would assume the discharge of
this office. Soch a case would be an anomaly; for
no such example is furnished by any other department of |
businers.

The ofiices of district and township trustees are not |
profitable, and sometimes still more thankless, and in con- |
sequence are often avoided, and, perhaps, more ofien very :

& : !
patient investigation, the Legislature scceded, finally, to pro- enormous sum of $5,554,685 43—more than the amount
positions of said sgent, aad enscted » law providing for the of the principal and interest of the bonds by them sarren-
payment of the funded debt of the State, and the completion | dered on the Canal. This we consider 8 most extrava-
of the Cansl to Evanaville. We shall not stop 1o inguire | gant and prolifigete waste of our rb%ie property.
into the propriety of all the provisions of thet law. It was'  But we are told that in return the bondholders will ad.
regarded as a proposal on the part of the Stste, and Mr,  vance 1o the Siate the sum of $800,000 1o ensble her to
Batler assured its friends and the people st large, that it | complete the Wabash and El_i. Canal 1o Evansville, and
wou'd be cheerfully sccepted on the part of the Boud hold- | thet this smount of money distributed among our people,
ove. and the completion of use Canal, will better enable them
The advorates of the bill of last seasion contend«d that | 1o meet the taxes assessed agairiét them,
by its operaiion one-half of the public debt would be These positions are both untenable.
placed upon the Wabash and Erie Canal—the other half| In the first p'ece, the bondholders, under the operation
upn the State to be met by taxation ; and that the Wy of this bill, will not bring any pettion of said smount of
bash and Erie Canal would, in four yesrs be completed to $800,000 into the State. For daring the six years in
Evansville. TLu principles of the bill, thas understood, | Which they will be engaged in constracting said Canasl, the
wern regarded by many (perhaps & majority) of the peopie | State will pay them the fliowing amount of interest on
of the Siate in a favorable light, and they folt disposed 1o ' that portion of the boods surrendered on the State Trea-
scquiesce in its provisions, but while we say this much, | sury, viz: e .
it would be uselest 10 disguise the fact that it met with | Am't surrendered, (principal and ioterest.) £3,609,.250 00
very determined opposition, both in its passags and among | [0t'st oo the same for 6 vears at 5. per ¢, 1,802,775 00

|the great mass of our citizsns, | Deduct amount to be sdvanced; 800,000 00
Afier the passage of that sct, Mr. Butler visited the
bond-hoiders, both American and Eurapean, for the purpose Bulance, . - E 282,775 00

of inducing their accepiance. [n whis, however, be fuiled, It is thus evident that during the next six years we will
and at the commencement of the present sescian he again Py by taxation to the preferred bondholders $282,775 00

[ presented himseil to the Legislature, and ssked, st their | wmore than the amount of advancement.

hands, as he said, “a few immafterial modifications™ of| The bill also violates the principle of the law of Jast
ihe law of last seesion. | session in reference to the guaranties on the part of the
The Legusiature, ever anzions to preserve the public | preferred boudholders to complete the Canal to Evansrille.
faith, received Mr. Butler—entertained his suggestions and | By that law the bondhol Jers were compelied to subscribe
representations—and the House of Representatives did, | the sum of §2.250,000 which with the Canal was sup
on Satarday, the 16t ins'ang, pass the bill, against which | 19 be safficient to accomplish that object, This bill only pto-
we now protest. vides for a subscription of $800,000; a sum totally inade-
Sach 15 a brief review of the mission of Mr. Batler. | quate to comple'e said canal any further than to Terre
We vated against this bill because, whether viewed as| Haute, or at farthest to Poiat Commerce. Neither the
3 Debt measure or as a Canal measure, it signally fuils of | law of last year nor this bill contains any guaranty on the
accomplishing ite objeet. part of the preferred bondholders, to complete the canal to
Indiava should mever make any srrangement with her | Evaneville, other than the subseription of the money. A
public ereditors, without ineluding in that srrangement | *imilar law in the State of Iliinois requires “ that in case
the entire public debt of the State. the subseribers shall fail or neglect to complete said canal
This we consider as s fondaments] basia, from which | within three years afier this act goes into operstion, then
there should not be the slightest departure. Any devia. | 304 - such case the lands and poopersy h."'f’! granted to
tion from this basia will violate every principle of equity, | #id Trustees shall revert to the State. Thie I"“B'“"""
and only tend further to embarrass the financial policy of | Plain and intelligible, but no such provision is fﬂ“{"" in
ihe State. This bill provides {r a surtender of only one- | the bill passed by this House, and the Stace, after giving

';m;f ($5.545,000) of our outstanding bonds. The bonds t up all her lands, water-reuts, cavals, &, has no assurance

thus surrendered are 1o be equally divided, and one half | Whatever that one of the grestest objects to be accomplish-
placed on  he Canal for redemption, and the other haif on | ©d by this sct, wiil ever be allsined. These and many
the taxables of the State. So that its obvious effect will | other reasons, have influenced us in the course we have
be to settle only one-fourth of the outstanding boads on pursued, _‘"d we rely with full confidence upon the ‘h‘m'
the Canal, leaving the entire residue Lo be met by pruxcr | #5ty and intelligence of our constituents, for the rectitude
TAXATION. [t may be said that all ihe bonds will be sur- | of that course, and the purity of purpose that influenced
rendered under this bill, snd that the Canal be made to | 04T moliYeL

pay oue-half, batiwe reply, and do so without the fear of | JAS. !'-‘ ?‘R“‘_'EN‘:Q_- RiP"‘,’I Counly, Whig

sucens-ful contradiction, that such will not, and caunot, in ’-‘_P'F:‘-“-'[':R' 'f" “'}'A» f"""_“‘ﬁ'ﬂl' Dem.

the nature of things, be its operation. h_l ]':PHI"':\_ rl_'.}.-l)l.\lﬁ. Kosciuskeo, Whig

The time for surrender is limited to the first day of | s !\LPH EN 1.\::,:\1.. Boone, Dem,

| November next, after that time the, doors are cheed—ihe | WM. F. JONES, Blackford and Jay, Dem,
bonds surrendered, on the Canal obtain a priority of the J”HIE D. JU‘I"-\SUN- Dearborn, Dem,

payment. JAMES GRIFFIS, Randsiph, Whig

“ First. In payment of the work, labor, and msterials, P““"“: ‘M'LCUR\" AUK, T"Pf’“ﬂﬂ“- Whig

or contracts, for the supp'y of work, lub »r or materials 10 be | ]f‘)ll'\ 1 RI“B[-?& l)ffmmrc, Whig

done and furnished in and about the further prosecation and | SIMON 8. MONK, Crawford, Dem.

construction of the said Canal and works, as the moneys ('?T“U.N 8U \".'l'a“n‘.‘,‘,{cury: “‘hfg

to be paid for the same shall, from time to time, become | JOHN M. HU DDLESTON, Rush, Whig

due and payable ; but not by way of anticipation, and of | ASA A. NORTON, Eikhart, Dem.

all needful and proper expenditure for repairs, attendance, JOHN A. DEAM, ells and Adams, Dem.

and other causes, save aud except #o far as regards the | WM. S. ADDLEMAN, Wayne, Whig

| exisling tolls and revenues of said Cansl, which are here- “,'“- I_ Il‘f""-"\s- Rush, Whig
inafter declared to be expressly appropriated for and to- | WM. YOUNG, Madison, Dem.

wards payment of interest, al six per cent, per annum, o2 | ANDREW J, HARLAN, Grant, Dem.

the sams to be subweribed, fur the completion of the said JAS. GILLEECE, Huntington and “"u'fky- Dem.

Canal and works, and which existing tolls and revenues | JAMES F. .S‘UI'I‘, Clinton and Tiplon, Whig
are hereby declared to be excepted from the operation of [JOHN TAIT, Jun., Ohis and Switzerland, Whig
this clause to that extent : SAM'L DECKER, Pulaski, Benton, &¢., Dem.
“ Secondly. In payment of interest, a'ter the rate of six | PHILANDER _H-? 3"!!:_'{():\'. Decatur, Whig
per cent. per sunum, on the sums to be respectively ad- | DAVID 8. HUFFSTETTER, Orange, Dem.
vanced by the holders of certificates to the said trustees, | G. W. HU_L“A.\. Miami, Dem.
from time to time, in aid of the completion of the said | A. '.l‘- HAI'F!EI.D, Huncr:(jl-. Dem.
Casal and works, and to be computed from the respective  JACOB D. CASSATT, Wabash, Whig
timies of advancing and paying snch principal suws re- JOHN POWELL, Henry, Whig
spectively, such interest to be payable in the city of New E- A R-\f”-"-_ Bl{"ﬂir*fnmﬂv. Dem,
York, by equal half yearly payments, o0 the st day of JOHN YARYAN, Union. Whig
January, aud the first day of July, in each and every year, | NOTE.
the first half yearly payment 1o be made on the 1st day of ' Present and sccruing tolls of the finished part of
January, 1848 ¢ | the Canal during the next four years, as per
“ Thirdly. In payment in full of the principal sums| estimate of Mr. Charles Butler, in his commu-
advanced, or to be advanced by the holders of certificates | npication o the bondholders, in Sept. 1846,  $600,000
subscribing as aforesaid, for and towards the completion of — e —
the said Canal and works, and from time 1o time remaining Remavks of Mr. Parks of Morgan.

1 - |
due: | While the State debt bill wus under consideration in
“ Fourthly. In payment in full, to the subscribers mak- = » e o

the Seunate, on the amendment offered by himself, to an

R U ey

Mr. P. said be looked opon the question now under con-
sidoration for settling the State debt and for the

of the Wabash and Erie Canal as one of a financial char-
aster, and the question is now with the "s Represen-
tatives in this chamber, whether or not they ‘will, by this
proposition, enable an honest constituency antioms and
willing to arrange and pay to those whom they owe in
such way acd manner as will come within their means,—
Others may do ss they choose,—for himself he was pre-
pared to act st once on this great question, believing it to
be a just and honorsble arrangement of our indebledness.

Renarks of Mr. €. Burton Thompson,
On the Wabash Caoliege Bill.

[Some years ago the Legislature lent to this College
83,000 of the school funds of what is denominated
the Sinking Fund, upon which it was lo pay interest
snnutlly, and 1o secure which the College gave a

| mortgage upon 54 acres of land adjoining Crawfords-

ville valued at 816,500. This winter the College by

slackly performed; bence the necessity for penalties, | ing the said advances, or to their assignees, of iluterest, at
compelling citizens to accept these offices, aud (o discharge | and after the rate of five per cent. per annum, on the |
their duties. moicty of the principal of the bouds, which they may
The hope of reward has always boen » powerful incen- | have surrendered and exchanged for certificates as aforc- |
tive for action. The incompetency of common school | gaid, such interest being, to be computed from the said Ist
teschers is a matier of complaint all over the State. The day of Jamaoary, 1847:
undersigned conceives of but one way o remedy this | « Fifthly. In payment in full to the subseribers making
great evil, which is, to excite a laudsble ambition among | such sdvances or their assigus, of the principal of the
tha teachors by the promise of reward to the most faith- | special stock to be issued 1o cover the srresrs of interest
ful. IF this be doae, iustesd of the office of common | due and aceruing from the 1at day of January, 1841, 10
school teacher being a mere refuge for idlers snd loafers, the 1t day of January, 1847, as fast e the same can ba
as it is now the case in many instances, this office will be | done, with interest on the same, at and after the rate of

amendment offered by the Senator from Madison, on the
subject of extending the Central Caual from Anderson-
town to inlersect the Wabash and Erie Canal:

Mr. PARKS said, that he felt no disposition 1o detain the
SBenate long upon the question now pending, for he wae
admonished that the day of adjournment was vear, and
much imporiant business yet to be acted upon. He knew
the great desire of Senators to perfect this Bill, and he
should not detain the Senate lozg, yet he must ask indul-
gence for a short lime, while be gave a few briefl ressans
why be iotroduced this amendment, ss well as a few of

| wealth.

| the State of fndians, and for the

' § et ':::‘uw:-.cwdsuudm

fil'ed with the virtuous sod talented of the country.
The pecaniary inability and embarrussment sbove allud.

ed 1o, as a cause of the defretive administration of the |

common school law, it is feared, is beyond the power of
legislation to remove. Some suggest, bowever, that the

schools, and in support of this doctrine refer to the New

England and other Statea, to prove the beneficial influence |

which a tax has bad o improving the charscter of com-
mon schools. Those who take this view forget that the
inhabitants of the old Siates have been nccumulating
wealth for the last filty or hundred years; whereas, a ma-
Jority of the inhabitants of this State are poor, and have

Juet gettled, as it were, in &8 pew country, where they have |

o forest o clear from the wery s0il out of which they
mast make their bread ' Others sguin sugzest that a law
should be passed withholding from those disiricts, their
dividends of the school money, which would not raise an
equal sum by tacation. Whilst the wealthy distriets of
the State might be benefiited by this law, its operation on
the poor districts would deprive them of their pittance of
the public money, on sccount of their inability to ralse a
eimilar amount by taxation. Such a law would not only
be wnwise, but it would be extrernely uncharitable and
oppressive.  Those who entertain any idea of the passags
of such a law would do well 10 measure the length of the
deolinguent list of [and which is sanuoaliy returned for non-
payment of lazes. A law taxing the people for the sup-
port of common schools, would not, st this *ime, meect
their approbation, snd if there were no other reason, this
wou!d make it unwise to enast it. The people, through
the agents of their own choice, administer the laws of this
country. And, thercfore. those laws, 1o which they are

| opposed, 272 always inefliciently administercd, or soon re-

pealed by their anuthority, The eause of edncation, and
the improvement of common schools in ths Stale, must
depend more upon moral ivfuence than upon legislative
enactments. T'he mind must be more deeply impressed
with the importance vl the sulject. Parents must be con-
vinced that the happiness of their off<pring, and the well-
being of society depend upon their moral and intellectual |
culiure. It may appear strange o many, why some
p«rents show so litlle anxie(y on the subject of educaticg
their children. It is by no means owing to a want of |
affeetion; it is becanse their minds are diverted from this |
subject by their constant struggles and toil to provide for
them the necessary food and clothing. However poor the
parent, that parent’s own child is nearer the beart than all
other obj-cts. Parental sffection is not the product

It grows with as much luxuriance in the humble
eot as it does in the marhle palace, How often have we |
witnessed the most undying attachment for children where !
not a solitary comfurt of life emiled upon the wretched
domicil. Whatever the circomstances, parontsl love is

the strongest cord that binds the huoman hesrt. Let us |
then, enlist this affection of parent for offspring in the |
cause of education, and a!l that we shall then want is
fime, with its productive powers, (o sugment our wealth
and resources, to e'evate the standard of education, and
the tone and characterfof our common echools.

W. R. NOFSINGER.,

A Protest

Of the Members z the Huse of entatives, who

voted agaiust * Buwiler Bill} January 16, 1847,

The undersigned members of the House of Representa-
tives, in the exercise of a right guarsntied to them by the
Constitation, do hereby most solemnly PROTEST agaiast
Blocmtary tean s et s, JoAREIRE e Hiktod bt of

lementary 10 an an * act to A

- . of the Wabash
and Erie Caual to Evansville,” approved January 19th,
1846."

In sapport of this Protest, we submit to the people of
Indians, a few of the many reasons that influenced us in

State, we feel interest, in & prompt and equitable
unng::utu;lhlu-d::.l.lﬂhmm»
5‘&.‘

the

r will be found, upo
bill, se the n-;-.

Bat we are constrained ie
_ the objects intended
":mm ' :ﬁ--d-d..

Mm,gq.omm to be the agent |

- amoun the State '
Comam st e agistae o b w2 kg

| the said advances,

| neys sccured by each certificate, so charged over against
Legislature should levy a tax for the support of common |

 of our bondholders !

five pe~ cent. per annum, 1o be computed from the 1st day |

of Janvary, 1853
“ Sixth'y. In payment in full to the subscribers making
of o their assigus, of the principal mo-

the canal lands, and the tolls and revenues of the said
Canal ;

“ Sevealhly. Tn payment in full to the other holders of

any certificates of stock, by the said sct directed to be
tssucd and charged as aforesaid, (such holder not being a
a subscriber to the said advance,) or their sssigus, of inte-
rest at and after the rate of five per cent, per annum, on
the amoust of the principal thereof:

* Eighthly. In payment in full, to the holders of certifi-
cates of special stock o be issued and charged as aforesaid,
(such holders not being subscribers to the said advance,)
or their assigns, of the principal of such special stock, with
interest on the same at and after the rate of five per cent,
per avnum, 10 be computed from the said L4t day of Jan-
oary, 18563 :

“ Ninthly. To psyment in full 1o the holders of such

 last mentiooed certiticates (not being subscribers,) or their

sssig s, of the amount of the principal thereol respect-
ively.”

By giving these priorities to the bonds surrendered, on
the Canal prior 10 the first day of November next, we not

[ouly violate the principles of the law of the last session,
but we piace on the Canal an annually accruing debt, over |

and above its revenue ; so that the bonds that are not sui-
rendered, prior to the first day of next November, will not
for mavy years, if ever, realize any benefit from the Canal.
Haviog therefore no inducement (0 surrender their b .nds,
they will refuse to accode to this law, bat rely upon the
pledged failh of the Stale for the redemption of the entire
principal and interest of their bonds. Aguin, we are in-

formed by Mr. Batler * that the bonds of ladiana, like |

those of Pennsylvania and New York, are to be found
extensively in the hands of trustees, guardians, retired
and sged persons, widows, and others whuse object was
invesiment, and whose reliance for suppor! is on income.”

What becomes of this large and most meritorious class
We are told that they are poor—
that they rely on their income for their daily bread—and
we say to them by this bill, “ You cannot participate in
the provisions of this measure, unless you advance us
more money to complete our Canal!” This is wrong;
weo are preferring the richer portion of our creditors at the
expense of the poor widow and orphan. This is owing

of in a great measure to the priority clause in the bill—and |

this priority is slso in dircet violation of the principles of
the law of last session, and of previous acts of the Legis-
lature. The inevitable result must be, that a partial, a very
partial, arrangement is made by this bill, and hereafier the
State will be colled upon to make farther provision for
those of our creditors who are excluded from any benefit
under it. And when that call is made, we shall be com-
pelled by every principle of honor and integrity, io meet
their reasonable demands, or be branded forever with the
foul of re 2

Bym wophw%hﬂ-d Traslees the work
of ternal improvement of the State, and for a very in-
adequate consideration. We should never part with that
work, and transfer its trade and commerce Lo the irrespon-
sible control of foreigners, without ptovi:}ng uuuu-uf
time, for a full and sdequate adjustment of every dollar o
our indebtedness.

The canals and lands transferred to the bondholders
have cost the Suate us fullows, 1o-wit :
The Wabash and Erie Canal, Fast of Tip-
: . . . $3,642,620 42
mMIm—IS oars, -

o 1,685,577 65
wm. u’-‘n'h - o“ - .l'.l” 32
Iuterest from 1840—7 years, - 318,542 91
Cross-cut Canal, - - - 436,031 82
Interest from 1838, . - ;:::::: :'l'
Ceatral Canal, (8 division,
mmw - 2 258,272 00
Total amosnt, < - $6,763935 43
Lﬁt._np“‘_&.%:. i
e = = 2400000 60
Making in - - $9,163,935 43
Aﬂdhﬂo surrendered
luterest to Ist Jan,, 1847, 836,750

SO

the reasons that will govern his vote on this great and ab-
 sorbing question now sgitating this Senste and the people
al large. He hoped that the amendment, offered by the
Senator from Madison, would be struck out, and his insert-
#d in lieu thereof, and fur one moment be would examine
the Senator’s amendment. He proposes that the bond-
bolders shall take the Centrsl Canal from Andersontown
in Madison county, and complete the same to the Blufls, on
White River, a d to compel them 10 sdvance five handred
thousand dollars. He said that no Senator upon this
floor was more anxious to have this work completed than
he was, not only to the Blufl: on White River but to the
mouth of Eel River, bot when heo was fally satisfied that
the amendment of the Senator from Madison presents no
inducements whatever 10 the bondholders to take hold
of that work, and when he was satisfied that if this
amendment is attached (o this bill it will destroy the whole
matler; for surely there is no inducement for any compa-
uy to take hold of that work as is proposed by the Sena-
tor’s amendment, for that proposition is as it were to com-
| mence nowhere and end nowhere, (he meant by this that
neither the place of commencement or ending of this pro-
Ject will come near any other navigable point,) this being
| the case, certainly no Senalor will say for one moment,
| that this work would yield w revenue sufficient to keep it
(in repair.  He said, he certainly was not mistaken in the
(object of this amendment, and that it is to destroy the
whole arrangement of our Siate indebledness, He would
say, however, that he had no doubt the Senator from Mad-
ison introduced his amendment in good faith, but he could
| not say so of these who support the amendment, who are
not immediately interested in the completion of the Cen-
tral Canal; but be eaid, let his amendment be engrafied
on the bill now under consideration, which was o author-
izo the bondholders to subs-rilie five hundred thousand dol-
lars within two years, and lake the work from Anderson-
town and complete the same to the mouth of Eel River,
there to intersect the Wabash and Erie Canal; by this
! you hold out sn inducement to the bondholders 1o take the
| Central Canal; for by that ha proposed to terminate this
| work by intersecting another great thoroughfare, and he
‘had but little doubt if this smendment is adopted in the
| place of the Senator’s from Madison, that the bondholders
| will soon find it to their interest to do so, passing as it
does near one hundred miles through the valley of the west
fork of White River, which has as good a soil as can be
found io the world, and «s honest and industrious a com-
munity as the sun ever was permitted to shine upon. He
was glad to be able to say, from his own knowledge, that
no part of Indisna produced a larger surplus than they
did, which must pass through that canal when compieted ;
and the day is not far distant when this Central Canal
will be completed, whether our bondhoiders accept it or
not.

The Senator from Marion inquired of Mr. P. if he had
consulted Mr. Butler on his amendment. He said he had
rot consulted Mr. Butler on this or any other question
“hat he felt it his duty 10 defend, and when any question
presents iwsell for consideration it was only necessary for
bhim to know the will of his constituents and he was pre-
pared to act. The people of Morgan county have a deep
and abiding interest in the completion of the Central Ca-
oal to the mouth of Eel River, but notwithstanding their
great interest in the completion of this work, he could in-
form Senators that they did not desire him, even should
they not succeed in getling the work completed, to be
found thwarting this measure at every step, with uncalled
for amendments, for the exl:- of loadi

the weal or woe of Indiana perhaps for
is & lamentable fact that in 1836 the
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| boarding at such an jostitution is more than the son

its friends petitioned the Legislature to permait it to
pay this debt and interest, amounting now to §10,600,
in State bomds dollar for dollar. The Siate bonds
were in truth worth not more than 33 cents to
the dollar, and for my views of which I direct you to
my remarks below, in the discussion of the bill in the
Houvse of Representatives. Several gentlemen baving
spoken, the Representative from Perry addressed the
House as follows :]

1 regret, Mr. Speaker, the misguided views which
several gentlemen have taken of this bill. They
seem to assume the position that every gentleman
who opposes its passage is unfriendly to education.
'Tis an absurd and false position. Sir, those who
oppose the passage of this bill are the true friends of
common school eduveation, and they are unwilling
that common schools shall be robbed of any of its

and thus divert and sppropriate these funds to sustain
a sectarian Institution. What reason can any
member assign for the support of this bill. 1 have
heard none. True, they say they deem the money
unsafe. How, sir, can that be, when the mortgaged
premises are valued at 816,500, since which, a splen-
did College has been reared upon the ground, and yet
it is attempted to humbug us by asseverating the debt
is unsafe—that it is not in fact worth more than the
same amount in Stage bonds; and all admit they are
not worth more than' 33 cents to the dollar. Sir, |
will not impugn gentlemen's motives, nor can I be
pursuaded they are sincere in this assertion. The
State bonds proposed to be exclanged are not at the
extent worth more than 83,300, —the bond and mort-
gage on Collége lands, $10.600 ; from which, deduct

given to the College, Is this right! I repeat, I have
had no good reason assigned. | wish the Cillege to
prosper, but not at the expense of common sshools ;
and how can it be otherwise, if you take that amount
from the common school fund and bestow it upon the
College? Sir, this fund arose by taxing the Bank
stock; a pittance on the proceeds in the end to be
funded for the support of common schools ; and [ am
constrained to avew, that the legislature now seem
disposed to lay their unhallowed bands wpon a fund
sel apart exclusively for the noble purpose of common
school education.

I am apprelensive many gentlemen in this Hall
do not correctly estimate the value and advantages of
common school education. They seem not mindful
that the very existence of our form of government,
and the perpetuity and prosperity of our free institu-
tions depend upon the knowledge and education of the
people in the common walks of life. Educate the
rising generation—enlighten them—ensable them to
understand the principles of our government correctly
which secures to them the natural, religious and civil
rights of mad, The mass of the people is our
strength—the very bone and sinews of a free gov-
ernment ; and upon their correct understanding of it
rests its existence.  Sir, had [ the power and means,

into every child in the State. The children of the
poorest and most humble men in the State should

rich ; and let me say to you that many of the greatest
men in our nation are the offspring of the poorest
parenis. They, by some chance or other, obtained an
education and knowledge which enabled them to burst
the shackles of poverty and ignorance, and rise
to eminence, and power and wealth, an ornament
and credit 10 our country, and the pride of their
friends. Yes, Sir, I repeat, the very existence of
our free institutiuns depends upon the intelligence of
the mass. I delight in trying to remove every hinder-
ing cause to the common school education of the poor
and wtiered little ciildren among us. It delights my
very soul 10 see a preceptor teaching their young and
tender thoughts how to shoot; and witness the de-
velopment and expansion of their reasoning faculties.

Education is power, and it gives a man a great and
decided advautage over his unlearned, yet clever
neighbor. It is the only way by which the poor can
be placed upon an equality with the rich, evea in our
Government.

Sir, I know mauy poor little urchins in my section,
who have scarcely ever been out of sight of the smoke
of the humble parental cabin, if educated would rise
and figure and might become as powerful and as val-
uable as Jegions commanded by a Zach. Taylor in de-
fence of civil liberty, or figure in the councils of the
nation. Who does not know how essential it is to
teach our children for their own advantage and re-
spectability, as well as to strengthen our Government !
and who does not know that they cannot be taught
without common schools ! and who does not know that
common schools cannot be supported without money !
This 15 conceded. Well, then, is it not enough to
make us stare to see attempts made to rob and filch
from the school fund $7,300, to bestow it upon the
Wabash Cullefe'! Indeed, it is passing strange ; some
men are singularly organized and scem to be creatures
of impulse, and act frequently without reflecting up-
on the consequence of their misguided zeal. f can
poiat to such within this hall now. | coutemn such
zeal, and could pray that darkness might no longer
bedim and enshroud their faculties that they might
see the error of their ways, and cease from plunder-
ing the common school fund to bestow upon colleges.
Colleges should be sustained, but not at the expeanse
of common schouls. The rich only can go to college ;
common poor people have to educate their children at
conntry schools,—and they will not submit to your
plundering the common school fund to support your
colleges. Bat, say the friends of this Wabash Col-
lege bill, why, it is the interest of the common schools
to give this 87,300 to the Wabash College ; fur, say
they, the college by the bill is 1o educate or permit
100 youths to attend their college free of tuition fees,

scalter over our Stale and teach cemmon schools.—
What fallacious arguments, if arguments they can be
called. How supremely ridiculous. Iu the first place
they will be no advantage to the mass of the people,
because the item of tuition in sending to college is a
very small part of the expense. The clothing and

of o poor man can bear; hence he is shut out, and
the sons of the rich can go and get their tuition free;
or rather, the common school fund is taken from the
poor and given to the conef lo pay the tuition fees of
the sons of the rich. In plain English it isnothiaﬁ
more nor less than that. Again, they say these 1

young educated men would scatter over the State and
teach school. This is another wild caleulation.—
Why, sir, not one in ten would ever teach school ; no
sir, most would study law, medicine or divinity, or
join the army,—~they would be above you

trust funds—means intended to sustzin country schools |

the 83,300, leaves a bdalance of &7,300, which is!

[ would have inculeated a common school education |

have alike equal chances with the children of the !

and that these 100 young men will, when educated, '
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ry Institution! That noble institeticn proposes to
borrow £10,000, secure it, and edisate y oung men, a
lasge number, for the interest. [ ask, is ot that in-
stitution entitled 1o equal favor? Loan it that sum
upon these terms, and my head for it, it, through its
professors or otherwise, will never come truckling,
and in amount begging yon to give ber two-thirg's of
the debt, and pleading insolvency. Indeed, sir, I feel
mortified at it. And in conclusion, let me info rm
gentlemen they are mistaken ; [ am not, as is intio. 2~
ted, a scctaring and of a certain sect. [ doubt not it
would be better for me if 1 was worthy of being sy,
and I acknowledge I shall die in that faith, and if it
is not well for me, the fault will not be in the doctrine
but in my conduct.

Justice to the schioo]l fund—justice to all the children
io the common walks of lilJe—jusu'ce to yourselves
and to your country, alike forbid the passage of this
bill. Sir, [ am through and ready to vote.

The vote was taken and the bill passed by & major-
ity of one vote, and the Governor vetoed it,—whether
in Lime or not is doubted.

‘BY AUTHORITY.

An Act
To creale the thirteenth Judicial Circuit, and fo change
the time of holding courts in the third Judicial Cirewt.

Sxerion 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of
the State of Indiana, That the counties of Freuklin, De-
catur, Ripley and Dearborn shall form the thisteenth Judi-
cial circuit
: Sxc. 2. The courts in said circoit shall be Beld as fol-
oOwWs ;

In the county of Franklin on the first Mondays of Feb-
ruary and the second Mondays of Augost, and may sit
until the commencement of the courte in the county of
Ripley.

In the county of Ripley on the fourth Mondays of Feb-
ruary, and first Mondays of September, and may sit until
| the commencement of the courts in the county of Deca~
tur,

In the county of Decatur on the second Mondays of
March and third Mondays of September, and may sit un-
Uil the commencement of the courts in the county of Dear-
born.

In the county of Dearborn on the first Mondays of April,
and second Mondays of October, and may »it as long as
the business may require.

{  Sec.3. The courts in the third jodicial circuit shall be
held as follows, wiz:

In the county of Jefferson on the first Mondays of Feb-
ruary and second Mondays of August, and may »it until
| lble csmmmuml of the courts in the county of Switz.
erland.

In the county of Switzerland on the first Mondays of
| March and second Mondays of September, and may wit
until the commencement of the courts in the county of
Obio. N

In the county of Obio on the third Mondays in March
and fuurth Mondays in September, and may sit until the
commencement of the courts in Jennings county.

In the county of Jennings on the first Mondays of April
and second Mondays of October, and may sit until the
commencement of the courts in the county of Barthole-
mew,

In the county of Bartholomew on the third Mondays of

April and fourth Mondays of October, and may sit as long
os the business may require.

Sxc. 4. Itshall and may be lavful for the courts i the

counties of Dearborn and Franklin to adjourn st any regu-
| lar term (o meet in vacation and bold s court for the trisl
of chancery causes, making up of issues, snd the trial of
such other causes as may be submitted to them for trial
without the intervention of a jary, And in case of such
adjournment, ssid court shall have power to direct the is-
 sue, service, and return of such writs and other process as
| may be necessary for the purposes aforesaid.

Sgc. 5. All writs and other process made returnable to
| any of the circuit courts of the respective counties afore-
' said to the term heretofore fixed for holding the sessions

thereof, shall be, snd the same are hereby made returnable
10 the first days of the term of said courts as fixed by this
. mct,
Szc 6, All parties, persons, and officers are hereby re-
' quired to take notice of the changes of the terms of the
courts aferesaid as hereby established ; and of the changes
of the terms of the courts doing county business and pro-

bate courts which may be produced by this sct, and the

transaction of ell business and the discharge of all duties
| official or personal, shall be postponed or accelerated 1o the
| time or times to which by this law the terms of said coarts
| may be postponed or accelerated.

Seec. 7. All laws and parts of laws coming within the
purview of this sct shall be and the same sre hereby re-
pealed.

Sgc. 8. This act shall be in force from and after the
passage thereof, and shall be published in the Indiana Jour-
nal and Siate Sentinel.

ROBERT N. CARNAN,
SBpeaker of the House of Represeniatives.
PARIS C. DUNNING,

President of the Senate,
Approved Jauuary 15, 1847.

|

JAS, WHITCOMB.

An Act
To amend the 48th chapter, Article 5th, of the Revised

Statutes of 1843, in regard lo wrils of ad qued dam-

nun.

Sscriox 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of
the State of Indiana, That whenever any circuit court
bereafier grante and orders a writ of gd guod damnum,
and it shail appear to the court when application is made
for the writ, thet the Sheriff is relsted by affinity or con-
sanguinity to the applicant, or 10 any person whose land
of interest may likely be affected under the proceedings by
suthority of the writ, or if the applicant files an affidasit
that he or she is apprehensive that injustice will be done
in empanneling the jury by the Sheriff, it sholl thereupon
become the duty of the court to designate and sppoint a
disinterested and discreet person to whom the writ shall
be direcied, lo diccharge all the duties which would bave
been incumbent upon the Sheriff by virtue of the statute

to which this is an amendment, if the writ had been di-
rected to him,

signaie the day of inquest, of which he
| son obtaining the writ, ten days’ netice,
| ing the jury, the person obtaining the wri
[ person, whose interest may be
| #hall have the right of peremptory
' jorors, and for good cavse to any number,
| any jurors being challenged, or as is above provided

other jurors shall forthwith be summoned

pannel.
Sheriff

:

Sec. 3. If from any cause, the
| under the writ, does net or cannot
| the day he designates, then he may
any sabsequent day previous to the return
writ in which he shall be directed by the
sions of this section.

Sec. 4. The Sheriff or other person acting under the
writ shall st the request of the person who obtained the'
wril, summons any witness to bear evidence to the ; y o'
to high water or back-water mark, or to the fall
in the premisee, or (o whalever question the jary may wish
to be informed.

Bec. 5. The Sheriff or person acting b suthority
writ, shall swear the wil.::-uc, and m’pﬂwﬂ ob:.:::
the writ, by himsell or another, shall point out and desig-
nate to the jury the site and spot where he desires to
build a dam and construct & mill or machinery, which the
Jury shall accurately examine, and then proceed 1o exaum-
ine the stream and premises sbove ss high as it may
be apprehended any one's interests may be , a8 iy
provided in the statute to which this is an
and upon the inquest being made and returned to court,

schools ; and if they were willing to teach, you will
have no means to employ them if you
school funds to s, &c.
care of these school funds,
in finding competent _
when they sce we have the cash to pay them. I
see inexcusable e

.
Sec. 6. This wct shall be in force from and sfter it= pub-
lication in the * Indiana State Sentinel ” or “ Indians State
Journal.” ROBERT N, CARNAN,
Bpeaker of the House of

-




